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MEDIHOTELS — HEALTH BUDGET 

309. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the minister’s claim that WA’s first medihotel in Murdoch would lead to savings of up to $2 800 per 
patient per day. Can the minister confirm that overall savings to the health budget will be reliant on acute beds 
closing? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

As I explained to the Leader of the Opposition in my previous answer, the business model that we use in each 
hospital will vary depending upon the needs of the patients in that hospital. I just want to provide this very short 
answered illustrative way of demonstrating how effective the medihotels will be. If we leave a patient in a hospital 
bed for an extra day, that can cost us anywhere between $1 500 and $3 500 a night, based upon the average cost 
of a hospital bed. Some of the estimates that we have are that the cost of a medihotel bed will be around about 
$200 to $250 a night. That is a very short illustrative way — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr R.H. COOK: That is correct. If we simply backfill it, we will not make any savings. But we are creating 
a more efficient health system. As we know, under this hapless mob across the road here, the costs of operating 
our hospitals are almost 18 per cent more expensive than the national efficient price. Under the Liberal–National 
government, we had the most — 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, it is not a debate. You have asked a question; he is giving the answer. You might not 
like it, but that is what you are getting. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: It is simply not accurate! 

The SPEAKER: Okay; and I call you to order for the first time. That is accurate. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Under the Liberal–National government, we had the most expensive health jurisdiction in 
Australia, second only to the Australian Capital Territory, so we have to come up with solutions. We have to find 
new ways of delivering health care. The fact of the matter is that that mob over there does not have a clue and has 
no answers, and that is why we have a McGowan Labor government. 
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